
Swim teachers
S'IAIISTICS show that

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people are 3.6 t imes
more likely to die fiorn drtlr.tming
then the  genera l  popu la t ion .

Knowing this stat ist ic Mid
Coast CONNE(lT laci l i tatcd an in-
novative partnership between the
Royal Life Saving Society, (;reater
'Iaree 

City Council and (lhatham

tl igh School to prt lvide krcal
Aboriginal students with thc op-
portuniw to qual i fy as switnming
instructors.

Seven local Aboriginal stt ld(]nts
have recentlv completcd the
AUSTSWIM Teachers of
Swimming and Water Sali'tt' ac-
credited c0urse.

The ATISTSWIM coursc work
was cornpleted during their
school sportrng timetablc and the
students now need to comolete
tht '  practici l l  work cornpet 'ency
componcnt in order to be ful ly
qualitied.

" l  am overwhelmed with t lrc
support t iom I iLSS, ( lhatham

Fligh School, (  i l 'CC's Wtrotttbrtrra
Wunggan Yorrth Se rvices and tht '
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ln the swim from left: Matt Taupe, Natalie Pearcon, l(ayla Edwards and The whole crcw frcm left: Matt Taupe, l{atalie Pearson, Kayla Edwards, Felicity Paulson,
Felicity Paulson. lason Phillips lRoyal Lifesaving Society instructorl l{atalie Pearson, Barb illuxlow

ManningVirlley Aquatic centre to- out the course and have ""- 
lAustswim instruc{orl ' llominique Glarke (GTTG's woombarra wuggan Youth servicesl'

wards this program," Mid Coast pressed an interest in pro-
(IONNBC'I'.s partnership broker, gressing with their training vital water safety education and try. I will continue to encourage
Gayleen Burley said. and potentially work within the training tg indigengus communi- and support the students to fur-"' l 'hc scrvict's rvorkecl collabo- local aquatic industry in the fu- t ies acrgss thc siate. ther their educatign and career
ratively to ()trstrr( ' tht' ( lhatharn turc". "We are pleased to be able to opportunities in the aquatic in-
Fligh School students wr:rt: sup- Iason Phillips, RLSS's northern offer a variery of courses prepar- dir3try - it was a pleasur-e to work
portt 'd throughout their training. regiclnal manager stated that ing candidates to assisi irr an with such enthusiastic individu-" l h('stud(-nts showed enthusi- "Royal Life Saving's NSW emergency, or to gain an exciting als."
asm and tlctt 'r.nrination through- Indigenous lraining t-lnits provide career within the aquatics indus-


