Chatham High School
Year 12 Careers Newsletter –

 29th July 2008
This newsletter contains a summary of the latest information and coming events related to careers.  If students need extra help or advice please don’t hesitate to contact me.

The following photographs are of some of our Year 12 students at the Newcastle University Open Day at the end of last term.
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Career Expo Update – Friday 1st August 9.10 a.m. – 12 midday
This Expo is for all Year 12 students and parents and includes not only universities but TAFE, Private Colleges, Apprenticeship Providers, Defence Forces, Police, Big employers etc.  It is important to check your program carefully and maximize your time.  Our session is at 9.10 a.m.  PARENTS ARE WELCOME.
New This Year
· Australian International Conservatorium of Music
· Wesley Uniting Employment (Jobs)

· Campbell Page Employment (Jobs)

· Forest Industries Australia

· Dairy Industry Group

Tips at Expo – please consult your program and UAC book before the Expo.

· go back to the representatives as many times as you like until you get all the answers you want

· ask about scholarships, accommodation, course costs etc.

· don’t forget to quiz Centrelink about youth allowances

· if you are going to Uni please also cover your options by looking at TAFE opportunities as a safety measure

· check out Australian Industry Group for mining careers – ‘big money’
· if looking for jobs bring a copy of your resume with you
Applying to University
Any student who wishes to go to university in 2009 needs to pick up a free UAC book from me.  You are allowed nine preferences to Uni.  Applications close on 30th September.  There is a $101 plus late fee.  You can apply ‘on line’.  There is however, a processing charge of $23.  The UAC web address is:  http://www.uac.edu.au.  Students are offered positions at University in the main round January 21.  I suggest that students apply ‘on line’ as it doesn’t cost you anything to change preferences.  Students are welcome to use the Career Reference Centre Computers to make their choices.

Key Dates:  17 December (HSC Results released); 18 December UAI’s released by UAC.

Applying Interstate
It may be a good idea to apply to other courses on other States e.g. the University of Tasmania has entrance marks much lower than most NSW Universitities.  Also look at the Australian Maritime College.  Queensland University guide has arrived.  You may apply online to other States.  Please see the UAC book for details (it lists all the contact details).
Applying to TAFE and Private Colleges
TAFE has a North Coast Guide available for all Year 12 students.  They have excellent information available on the internet on:  www.tafensw.edu.au.  Please check with the TAFE representatives at the Careers Expo.
There will be many excellent private colleges presented at the Careers Expo. Please study the program thoroughly.

This term a special representative from TAFE will come to School to interview all interested students.
Looking for Jobs
· Wesley Uniting Employment – 225/227 Victoria St Taree 65520200 (Job Network Member)

· Campbell Page – 148 Victoria Street Taree 65927977 (Job Network Member)

· Mission Australia – 65578055 Shop 5 The Clarence Centre, 46a Wynter

Street Taree (Work for the dole program)

· Mid Coast Training Company – 44 Lord Street Port Macquarie 65835355

· Australian Apprenticeship Centres

Taree  1.    New Apprenticeships Centre in Taree Community College

                   5 Macquarie Street Taree Phone 65501804 or 0429907812

Port Macquarie 2.   Mas National Ph. 1800651610 (Bill Watson 0403451996)                   

                   Port Macquarie

3. Mission Employment Ph. 1300 626227

4. MEGT Ph. 65880555


· Australian Apprenticeships – 1800639629 or website www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au
· East Coast Group Training – 65815440 – 1/21 Short Street Port Macquarie

· Aboriginal Job Help – Leanne Walker (65621572) at NCAP 

· Hospitality Training Network – 1300 139108

· MTA Plus – for all Automotive Apprenticeships Ph 1300 1300 682 www.mtaplus.com.au or 0247322200 (Rochelle Williamson)

· Employment Search  - go to our website www.geocities.com/neillocker and go to employment sites

· Housing Industry Group – 66512422 (building trades) 

· Mining Companies – http://www.reflections.com.au/MiningandExploration/Companies/Profiles.html
· Taree Community College – 65510636
University and TAFE Costs

Parents have suggested to me that it costs them (roughly) between $15,000 - $20,000 per year to keep a student full time at University, TAFE or Private College in metropolitan areas.  Naturally costs vary.  Staying with relatives is a cheaper option.  HECS is another cost.  See UAC 2009 for details.  Also make enquiries into Youth Allowance (see Centrelink at the Careers Expo).  Also ask about the $2,000 and $4,000 Commonwealth scholarships for country students.
Special Entry to University
Any student who believes that they have been educationally disadvantaged should pick up a booklet covering all the schemes that universities offer.  (This booklet will arrive shortly).

Deferrment
According to Newcastle University only 1/3 of students who defer return to commence their deferred course later.
Another Option – Distance Education
It is possible and desirable to many students to undertake Tertiary Courses at TAFE and University through Open Learning Australia.  You don’t necessarily have to have certain marks to get into the course through Open Learning.  The UAC book has a listing for Distance Education Courses.

Another Option

Think about TAFE Diploma Courses.  Some Universities let you into 2nd year thus saving lots of money and giving you another form of entry.  Taree TAFE has some very good diploma courses and many can be accessed via Distance Education (OTEN).  Ask for details at the Careers Expo.  

Also this year Newcastle University accepted Certificate 3 Courses from TAFE for entry into many of their courses.

Early Entry
The following Universities offer an Early Entry or Principal’s Recommendation Scheme.  University of New England, Southern Cross University and Charles Sturt University.  Forms will arrive this week.  Please ask representatives at the Careers Expo for further details.
Accommodation
If you are going away to study then you need to get yourself organized.  This is the most costly part of doing a course and the hardest to organize.  Discuss this with your parents.  Please make enquiries at the Careers Expo.  NOTE:  Many universities require you to lodge applications early.

Want to become a doctor? - This is your best chance ever.  Many new medical courses have been introduced to universities in 2008 and marks should drop.  Ask universities at the Expo.

NEW INFORMATION
a) Scholarships and Other Information
1.  Please use the scholarship link on our Careers Website to find all scholarships.

2. Natural Medicine Scholarships at the Australian College of Natural Medicine go to www.acnm.edu.au
3. Metro Screen has Certificate IV courses in film making, television production, lighting, production, camera, editing etc. go to www.metroscreen.org.au or Phone 93615318.

4. APM has scholarships in event management and marketing – ask at the Expo.

5. Information on a career in Film, TV and Theatre go to Actors College of Theatre and Television on www.actt.edu.au
6. Scholarship information from Sydney Uni is available (an excellent guide).
7. Free employment agency in Sydney – will help with resumes and interview techniques etc. go to www.btp.com.au
8. Circus Arts – for information on Bachelor of Circus Arts go to www.nica.com.au
9. There are many scholarships being offered for teaching courses.  Ask for details from Teach NSW at the Expo on Friday.

10. Big Mining Money – ask Australian Industry Group representative at the Expo for opportunities in all the various mining jobs.

11. Charles Sturt Uni has a new Veterinary Clinic Centre ($9 million) as at the Expo for details.

12. UNE has scholarships available at www.une.edu.au/scholarships
13. Au Pair (in America) has a GAP Year Program – go to www.aupairamerica.com.au for details.

14. Sydney Dance Company – for details go to www.sydneydancecompany.com/studies/holidays.shtml
15. Trades with big skills shortage i.e. lots of vacancies – Ph 02 99555500 for a hard copy of the 22 trades.

16. The University of Queensland has sent us lots of information.

b) Apprenticeships, Scholarships and Traineeships
Country Energy cadetships in Electrical Engineering close on 8 August.  For details go to www.countryenergy.com.au/careers
Bluescope Steel has Cadetships in Engineering areas and Chemistry - go to www.bluescopesteel.com/cadets
c) University and College Open Days

Ask at the Careers Expo for details.  It is a good idea to check out the Uni, TAFE and private college ‘first hand’ before you attend.
d) Special Entry Forms

Principals entry forms for University of New England should arrive this week.
Courses
1.
Bar Course
We are running a 2 day bar course (17-18 November) for students which can assist in part-time employment.  The course would cost $125 and be run by the Restaurant and Caterers Association.  The Course is fully VETAB accredited and usually costs between $160 - $220 for the same 2-day course.  Please be quick as I am going to let 10 students from other schools do the course to help cover costs.
2.
First Aid Course
This will run from 8, 9, 10 December by St. Johns Ambulance and be held at School.  It costs $65 and include, book, bandages etc.  There are 25 positions only.

Neil Locker, 
Careers Adviser.
Sarah and Kaleena still fresh after a big day out





Danielle and Rachel waiting outside the physics theatre





Sam and Strath having a break between lectures





Sam, Brady, Jaimee, Shane, Amy and Ben waiting for the bus after a ‘full on’ day
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