YEAR 12 CAREER NEWSLETTER 2009
17 February 2009
Dear Parents/Students,

Outlined is information to help students to plan their futures.   Please use our new Careers Website on www.geocities.com/neillocker for: job hunting, scholarships, course information career information, what’s happening etc.  Please do not hesitate to contact me for help or advice.

A. Coming Events
1. Thursday 19th February – Year 12 School to Work Planning Interviews. You will be interviewed by one of our local State Government Careers Advisers from Forster, Taree, Wingham or Chatham.  The interviews are the first one to try to help you to “map out” and plan your future.  I will interview all students in May to give you more help.

2. Thursday 19th   March – Combined Universities Talk – Period 3.  This talk goes for 1 period and covers general information that students need to know about going to University.  The Universities include:  Southern Cross, Charles Sturt and University of New England.  Go to the Careers Noticeboard on our careers website for more details www.geocities.com/neillocker
3.
May – Career Interviews.  After the half early exams I will interview all Year 12 students to assess their progress and help them with the future plans.
4.
Thursday 9th July – Newcastle University Excursion.  The cost is $25.  This is an excellent trip for any student considering a tertiary education.  Note available.
5. 31st July – Taree Careers Expo – This market is run at Chatham High School and is the most important career event of the year.  Representatives from all NSW Universities will be present.  Also present is TAFE, Private Colleges, Police, Defence forces, HECS, Youth Allowances, Career Reference Centre and Australian Apprenticeship Centre and employer groups.  All Year 12 students should attend.  Parents welcome.
5.
A TAFE representative will talk to students during the year at a convenient time.
6.
Special Courses – after the HSC we will run 3 courses to help our HSC students.  They include:

i. responsible service of alcohol – see website for additional details

ii. responsible conduct of gaming
iii. Senior First Aid
7. Year Meetings – the Careers Adviser will be regularly updating students on Career Related Matters.
8. Career Newsletters – these will be given out at various times throughout the year.  Tips:  always check on line; check last year’s newsletters online as they are a guide to the future.
9.  Resume workshops will be run for students during the year at a convenient  
      time.                                                       
B. Going to University

This year entry marks into many university courses went up slightly due to the weakened economy.  If the economy weakens further you need to plan for entry marks to go up substantially for 2010.

C. Options

1. Distance Education
It is possible and desirable for many students to undertake Tertiary Courses at TAFE and University through Open Learning Australia.  You don’t necessarily have to have certain marks to get into a course through Open Learning Australia.  The UAC book has a listing for Distance Education Courses.  Also go online at www.ola.edu.au for details.  Eve Byers at the UNE Office in Taree (Phone 65577190) is very helpful.

2. Early Entry

The following early Entry or Principal’s Recommendation Scheme entry forms are available later in the year:


University of New England


Southern Cross University


Charles Sturt University
A way to get into University will be to sit for a 2½ hour test called uniTEST: go to http://unitest.acer.edu.au for details.
3. TAFE – TAFE has many great courses going and you can get into University after completing an advanced TAFE course.  By doing a Diploma Course at TAFE you can even get credit towards some University degrees.  For example:

· A Diploma in IT at TAFE with Distinction can give you credit so that you can finish an IT degree at Southern Cross University in 1 year.  A Credit average allows you to complete the IT degree in 18 months.  A Distinction average allows you to complete the IT degree in 12 months.
· A Diploma in Communications (takes 1 year) at Port Macquarie TAFE College allows you to enter directly into communications courses at second year level at most New South Wales universities.

4.  Ask for details at the Careers Expo on Friday 31st July.
5. Special Entry – there are also special entry schemes into Universities if in some way you have been disadvantaged during your HSC.  Booklets regarding this will arrive later in the year.  Many universities accept students via a Certificate 3 or Certificate 4 course.
6. Newcastle University allows students in their drawing area (that includes us) to get in on 4 less UAI scores for most areas.  Charles Sturt University gives us a bonus 5 UAI scores.  It is also possible to get extra bonus points because we are a PSP school.  See me for a list of 2009 UAI entry scores (being printed).
7. Medical Careers
· students entering many medical careers must sit for the UMAT test.  You must enrol by Mid June.

· applicants can get into medicine with slightly lower marks through the Rural Student Entry Scheme – applications are due by mid July

· applicants sit for the UMAT test at the end July.  To find details do a search on rural.med.unsw.edu.au.  This site varies every year.
8. Hospitality Careers

A very good organisation is the Hospitality Training Network.  The good thing about them is that they deal in many apprenticeships in the hospitality industry.  They are keen to get good students on their books re hospitality careers.  They also deal in traineeships.  They are based in Coffs Harbour and cover the area from Newcastle to Coffs Harbour.  Please contact 1300 139108 for further details.

9. Housing Industry Association
This is a great organization that helps young people get into the building trades Phone 66512422.
10. Security Work

This is a huge field of employment and varies from shopping centres, event venues to armed truck security.  Approved training courses include:

Strategic Training Solution (49574111) in Newcastle.
11.  Apprenticeships in Various Trades
Apprenticeships have for harder to get in 2009 due to out weakened economy.  Students need to use all their contacts and “look hard” in order to secure an apprenticeship. An excellent contact is the Australian Industry Group (phone 9687 6700) which is the biggest employer group in Australia.  Also visit their website www.aigts.com.au.  For a listing of mining companies in Australia go to the website http://www.reflections.com.au/MiningandExpoloration/Companies/Profiles.html.  This can be accessed from our Careers website.

      12. Motor Trades

Contact Alex Vergis (02 4732 2200) re opportunities/apprenticeships in the motor vehicle industry.

13. Scholarships
Various scholarships will become available throughout the year.  Go to the scholarship link on our website for details.  Also under “links and other” on our website go to www.mhscareers.com and click on ‘what’s new’.
14.  For Business Cadetships go to www.businesscadetships.com.au
15.  For information on Volunteering go to www.volunteeringaustralia.org
16.  Opportunity Scholarships. – these are $1000 scholarships available for people on Youth Allowance.  Go to www.educationfoundation.org.au for details.

17.  Interested in “Medical Research”? Then email m.kavurma@unsw.edu.au about a special half day event in careers available in medical research.
18.  Interested in becoming a TV Journalist? Then go to: -  www.skynews.com.au/student/rookie/rookie.aspx
19. Interested in careers in 3D? Then go to www.aie.edu.au for details on their course.

20. Free pre-apprenticeship courses to become an Automotive Apprentice. This is a course run at Padstow TAFE in Sydney.  For details phone Katie Alexander on 1300 657 925 or Asli Beha on 0401 772 832.

21.  Bakers Delight is recruiting 500 apprentice bakers.  For details go to www.bakersapprentice.com.au 

22. Interested in becoming a Lawyer? Then check out these sites: www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lpab or www.usyd.edu.au/lec 

23. IT Students may be interested in The Express IT Program.  Go to www.excom.com.au/cindex70.aspx
24. For Enterprising your people, please go to the latest issue of IGNITE at www.frankteam.com/au.downloads/ignite.52.2009.pdf
25.  Actors College of Theatre and Television – email info@actt.edu.au for details.

Lots of information will be sent to schools during the year which I will pass onto students and parents.
Keep checking out our careers website.
Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any Career related matter.  I am keen to help.
Neil Locker

Careers Adviser
Chatham High 
6552 2588























CONTACTS THAT MAY HELP YOU IN SEEKING JOBS:





Wesley Uniting Employment – Level 1, 1 Pulteney St Taree 65520200 (Job Network Member)





Campbell Page – 148 Victoria Street Taree 65927977 (Job Network Member)





Mission Australia – 65578055 Shop 5 The Clarence Centre, 46a Wynter Street Taree (Work for the dole program)





Mid Coast Training Company – 44 Lord Street Port Macquarie 6583 5355





Australian Apprenticeship Centres


Taree  1.   New Apprenticeships Centre in Taree Community College5 Macquarie Street Taree Phone 65501804 or 0429907812


MEGT  2.  The Australian Apprentice Centre – 136 348 or 


Heather Hands 0428 882 672





Australian Apprenticeships – 1800639629 or website � HYPERLINK "http://www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au" ��www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au�





Simply Solutions Group – 140a Victoria Street Taree 6551 8880 (Private employment agency – do resumes)





Action Workforce – Pulteney St Taree 6551 6323 (training courses, and factory employment)





Men at Work – Labour Hire Port Macquarie 6581 4600 (work on roads, maintenance & repairs)





Workplace Services – 30 Pulteney St Taree 6551 2566 (Construction Industry & general jobs)





Taree Indigenous Development & Employment -  82 Victoria St Taree Contact: Chris Try or Chris Sheed 6552 3652





Aboriginal Job Help – Leanne Walker (65621572) at NCAP





Hospitality Training Network – 1300 139108





MTA Plus – for all Automotive Apprenticeships Ph 1300 1300 682 � HYPERLINK "http://www.mtaplus.com.au" ��www.mtaplus.com.au� or 02 4732 2200 (Alex Vergis)





Employment Search  - go to our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/neillocker" ��www.geocities.com/neillocker� and go to employment sites





Housing Industry Group – 66512422 (building trades) 





Mining Companies – � HYPERLINK "http://www.reflections.com.au/MiningandExploration/Companies/Profiles.html" ��http://www.reflections.com.au/MiningandExploration/Companies/Profiles.html�





Taree Community College - 65510636














www.geocities.com/neillocker

